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Two Programs to Promote 
Energy Efficiency and Solar

California Advanced Homes Program
– Performance-Based Energy Efficiency Incentive Program
– Incentives are paid for building energy-efficient New Homes

New Solar Homes Partnership
– Performance-Based Renewable Incentive Program
– Incentives are paid based upon the expected performance of installed solar 

electric (photovoltaic) systems on New Homes

Customers are encouraged to participate in both programs!
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We’re here to help builders today for tomorrow’s environment.

Our California Advanced Homes Program highlights best practices in energy 
efficiency, green building and sustainability; and offers generous financial 
incentives to help builders and architects create environmentally friendly, 
energy-efficient communities for potential home buyers.
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Program Requirements

• New construction project or new home receiving electric and/or natural 
gas distribution from the local IOU 

• Single-family detached or two-dwelling buildings, R-3 occupancy, IOU 
residential rates

• Residential individually metered multi-family, low- or high-rise projects

• No duplicate funds will be paid for the same measures from 
multiple programs

• Permitted under the 2008 Title 24 Energy 
Efficiency Standards
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Program Requirements

• Compliance achieved using a CEC-approved computer 
method, (either EnergyPro 5 or Micropas 8) 

• Requirements apply to all homes in the same project

• Payments are only made to owners, builders and 
developers named on the application

• Limited funds, first-come first-served

• Funding expires December 15, 2015, 
possibly sooner

• No agreements will be accepted after 
December 15, 2012 or after program 
funding has been reserved
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Project Building Design Type

• Single-family detached

• Duplex

• Multi-family

• Apartments



7

Application Process

1. Select a Certified Energy Plans Examiner (CEPE) and a Home 
Energy Rating System (HERS) rater

2. Contact a utility representative for assistance in preparing your 
package for submission

3. Submit application and checklist and all required documents for plan 
check.  Documents must be submitted prior to drywall

4. Design assistance is available according to guidelines that will be 
established soon

5. Meet with a utility representative to discuss the agreement and 
payment process after plan check approval
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Common General Plan Check Errors

• Wrong building orientation

• Energy calculations less than program requirements

• Compliance documents not completed by a Certified Energy 
Plans Examiner

• Missing electronic T24 input files 
- .bld or .mp8
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After Inspections & Verifications

• Complete and submit the Request for Payment form by model

• The CF-4R uploaded by the HERS rater into the provider registry will 
be verified by the utility

• All inspection documents will be reviewed by the utility to ensure 
compliance and eligibility for incentive payments

• Incentives are paid

Please note: Notify your utility of any project 
changes that will affect total energy use.
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CAHP Incentive Rates 2010-2012

• The baseline for financial incentives is 15% more efficient 
than the 2008 Title 24 standards 

• Incentives increase incrementally as the performance of the 
structure increases

• A calculator is provided in the agreement
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Additional Financial Incentives

• California ENERGY STAR® New Homes – 10% bonus

• Green Home Certification – 10% bonus

• Compact Homes – 15% bonus

• kW reduction (Working Toward Zero Peak Homes)

• New Solar Homes Partnership (NSHP) Tier II - $1,000 for Single- 
Family, $200 for Multi-Family (must install solar)

• Design Team Incentive – Up to 50% of cost, up to $5,000 
(project must be 10 or more units)
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Utility Incentive 
Worksheet

• Generated by the 
compliance software

• Provides estimated 
savings and incentives



13

Example of Incentives
Home’s Characteristics
• Single-family detached home

• 2,700 square feet 

• Two-story

• 20% glass

Analysis performed under the 2008 Standards 

• Create a Title 24 model based on the home’s characteristics

• Perform numerous runs with different measure combinations

• Create a trendline to show estimated incentives at specific compliance 
margins (% better than Title 24)
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Climate Zone 7
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Climate Zone 10
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Climate Zone Comparison 
(Climate Zone 7 and 10)
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For more information, contact our team

newhomes@sdge.com newsolarhomes@sdge.com
1-866-631-1744

8335 Century Park Court, CP12G
San Diego, CA 92123

Thank You

mailto:newhomes@sdge.com
mailto:newsolarhomes@sdge.com
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